
We are also close to completing the 

purchase of our planned retail site 

(see page 3 for more details) which, 

as well as a shop, will also be home 

to a café and a drop-in centre. 

 

History 

 

The Emmaus Movement began in 

France in the 1950s and spread 

across Europe; with the first UK 

Community opening in Cambridge in 

1992.  Since then nineteen  

Emmaus Communities have opened 

across the country, with twelve more 

currently in the development stage. 

 

Emmaus Communities have proved 

very successful elsewhere in the UK; 

not only for the low price goods they 

offer in their respective shops, but 

also for the services they offer the 

local community and the profound 

improvements they are able to 

make to peopleõs - and not just  

Companionsõ - lives. 

 

We hope to be able to forge similar 

relations in Burnley. 

On 11th March 2009 after many 

years in the pipeline, Emmaus 

Burnley was officially launched. 

 

The launch was the result of years 

of hard work from a   

dedicated board of trustees who 

have been, and still are, striving to 

get an Emmaus Community  

established in Burnley. 

 

The Project will offer homeless 

people the chance to improve their 

lives by offering them a home and a 

job, or in other words: òA bed and a 

reason to get out of itó.   

Companions (Emmaus jargon for 

residents) will be allowed to stay for 

as long as they need before they 

can re-enter society; for some it 

may be a temporary fix, for others a 

permanent home. 

 

Emmaus projects comprise of  

retail, as well as residential sites, 

with all Companions required to 

sign off benefits and help to work in 

the shop, either selling, collecting 

or refurbishing goods. 

 

We will also be offering training for 

our companions, which we hope to 

also be able to offer to the wider 

community, to improve their skills 

and help them to gain qualifications; 

meaning they will be well equipped 

to be a success when they re-enter 

society. 

 

Progress 

 

We have already secured a  

residential site, on which renovation 

work will begin soon; we are cur-

rently on target to welcome our first 

companions in mid-2010. 

Emmaus Project Launched in Burnley  
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Emmaus Burnley  
The homeless charity that works  

Above: Emmaus House (formerly 1-

27 Booth Court), Old Hall Street.  

Emmaus Burnleyõs newly acquired  

residential site. 

Above: Terry Waite, President of 

Emmaus UK, speaks at the 

launch of Emmaus Burnley. 

Above: A Companion from 

nearby Emmaus Mossley (right) 

talks about how Emmaus has 

improved his life. 



Following a very  

successful launch event in 

March attended by  

Emmaus UK President Terry 

Waite, Emmaus Burnley is 

moving forward very much 

on target.  We achieved 

another major landmark in 

August with our acquisition 

of a former sheltered hous-

ing scheme at Booth Court -  

which we  are to rename 

Emmaus House. 

 

Our next objective is to  

convert the building into 

good, decent  

accommodation to allow our 

first Companions to be able 

to move in by mid-2010.  At 

the same time we have to 

prepare to  

recruit and train our staff 

who will have a key role in 

running the Emmaus  

Community in Burnley. 

 

Emmaus is not a hand-out 

but a hand-up to those who 

are willing to take it and 

who wish to rebuild their 

lives.  We must remember 

that for many who end up  

homeless it is no fault of 

their own, and it could  

happen to any of us, or our 

friends or families. 

 

There are very many good 

points about Emmaus and 

what it does - most people 

who visit an existing  

Community not only have 

their questions answered, 

but come away inspired by 

the Emmaus spirit. 

 

Our aim in Burnley is to help 

those less fortunate than 

ourselves.  Emmaus is a 

concept and idea well worth 

working for and I am proud 

to be involved with Emmaus 

Burnley.  

 

Peter Pike (Chair) 

local population. 

 

At the same time they work for 

the respect of human rights,  

especially for women's rights and 

against child trafficking (child 

labour, child soldiers, etc.). 

ôMicrocreditõ is a tool regularly 

used to enable low-income com-

munities to find the financial 

resources required to create their 

own jobs. 

 

In France Emmaus is at the  

forefront of the ôMigrant, Not 

Slave!õ campaign for migrantsõ  

fundamental human rights. In  

Benin, Emmaus funds the Lake 

Nokoué Water Action project 

giving people access to safe 

clean water.  

 

Over 350 Emmaus projects exist 

throughout the world including 

the Americas and Europe and 

spread as far apart as Indonesia, 

Bolivia and Alaska. 
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Emmaus International  

The Emmaus Movement is also very active on the 

world stage, playing a major role in the attempts to 

bring an end to worldwide homelessness and poverty. 

In Asia the activities of the  

Emmaus groups vary from  

country to country. In South  

Korea priority is given to looking 

after people with mental  

disabilities or homeless people 

by helping them get back on 

their feet. In India the emphasis 

is on the defence of the rights 

of women, children and Dalits, 

as well as on training them. 

Organic  

farming plays an important role. 

In Bangladesh Emmaus has 

created jobs for women with no 

income and a school for their 

children thanks to the  

manufacture and sale of fair-

trade textile products. In  

Indonesia projects are  

particularly carried out for  

children and the sick, through a 

drop-in centre, a clinic and  

training. The Lebanese  

Emmaus group has the special 

feature of being an alternative 

bank which grants loans for 

microprojects.   

 

The African Emmaus groups 

traditionally focus their actions 

mainly on young people, 

women, and in aid of rural 

populations. To enable these 

groups to develop they conduct 

various activities: farming,  

market training to enable the  

Above: Peter receives the 

keys to the building on the 

day the purchase was  

completed. 

Message from the 
Chairman  

Emmaus Burnley Chairman and former MP  

Peter Pike gives an update on  the progress 

that the project is making. 



enterprise; if you are  

looking for a more practical 

role, why not enquire about 

joining our Grounds  

Maintenance Team? We 

could even have a role for 

you at committee level if 

you are interested in that. 

 

If you are interested in 

volunteering with Emmaus 

Burnley, even if you were 

not able to attend the  

Volunteer Open Day, then 

please get in touch with the 

Emmaus Burnley project 

staff. 

Emmaus Burnley recently 

held a successful  

Volunteer Open Day. 

 

As the project has  

progressed the  

opportunity has arisen for 

interested parties to have a 

voluntary role in setting up 

the Emmaus Burnley  

Community. 

 

We  think that we offer 

something for everyone; if 

you are interested in retail 

then you may be suited to 

a role helping on our social 

In October Emmaus 

Burnley took the first 

steps towards launching 

their Social Enterprise 

with a stall on Burnley 

Market. 

 

The venture will be a  

prelude to the large scale 

charity shop which will be 

run by Emmaus Burnleyõs 

companions and  

volunteers and is  

scheduled to open in 

2010. 

 

We have already received 

kind donations of good 

quality stock which our 

Social Enterprise  

Development  Group are 

selling on our weekly 

market stall, the first of 

which opened on October 

14th. 

 

We are initially be selling, 

among other things,  

ornaments, bric-a-brac, 

toys and furnishings; all 

will be high in quality but 

low in price. 

 

We hope to also sell  

donated furniture, and to 

offer a free collection and 

delivery service, when we 

ultimately move into our 

permanent premises.   

We plan to begin to run a 

smaller shop on a  

temporary basis  

throughout 2010 to ease 

the transition from small 

to large scale trade. 

 

If you are interested in 

volunteering to help on 

our market stall, or if you 

would just like more  

information on our Social 

Enterprise, please donõt 

hesitate to contact the 

Emmaus Burnley project 

staff, contact details are 

on the back cover of the 

newsletter. 

 

Growing An Enterprise  

Burnley Community Festival  
awareness of charities 

and third sector  

organizations among the 

general public. 

 

In the August sunshine, 

trustees were on hand to 

answer any questions a 

curious public had about 

Emmaus Burnley, while at 

our second stall around 

100 novels, along with 

several leaflets  

containing information on  

Emmaus Burnley, were 

given away free of 

charge.  

This year Emmaus 

Burnley were present at 

Burnley Community  

Festival, where we  

managed to raise  

awareness of Emmausõ 

presence in Burnley and 

give away over 100  

paperback books to 

members of the public. 

 

This was the first time 

since its official launch 

that Emmaus Burnley had 

had a presence at the 

annual Community  

Festival, held to raise 

Left: Emmaus Burnley trustees at 

the Community Festival. 

Emmaus Burnley will also be  

running stalls at the Christmas Tree 

Festival at St Peterõs Church which 

runs from December 9th-13th. 

Volunteers Wanted  

Left: Emmaus Burnley 

volunteers put the 

finishing touches to 

the market stall. 
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