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Emmaus South Lambeth Community at Bobby Vincent House has the capacity to accommodate 25 Companions; each bedroom has en suite facilities, and there is one disabled access room.  We are based in West Norwood, approximately 15 to 20 minutes by British Rail from London Victoria and London Bridge.  

It is important to point out at this stage that we are NOT a hostel. We are a Community made up of staff and ‘Companions’, the name we use for our residents, who live and work together.  Companions work a 40 hour week in various roles, e.g. shop/warehouse work, van work - driving, collecting donations and making deliveries of items of furniture bought from the shops or warehouse. Companions also carry out household and kitchen duties.

We have very few but very important rules within the Community.  These are:

No alcohol on site

No drugs on site

No anti-social behaviour

A firm commitment to be actively involved in the Community 
We ask all potential Companions to stop claiming Income Support or Jobseekers Allowance and, in return for a full week’s work, he/she receives an allowance of £33 pw,  and £5 put aside as leaving money. We do ask for eligibility to claim Housing Benefit to be paid to the Community, which goes towards covering the cost of bed and board.
There is no charge made to Companions for food and we provide three meals a day, as well as drinks and snacks out of work hours. Work clothes are provided, as are toiletries, and Companions are also able to choose clothes from our charity shop. There is a training budget available for Companions to increase or expand their skillset, and recreational activities are organised and encouraged. All Companions will have a monthly support meeting with an appropriate member of staff.
If you are interested, we take and consider referrals from agencies, or self-referrals. Please complete and return the enclosed forms, addressing them to the Community Leader. Alternatively, an application can be completed by phone.  Once received, the referral information goes to the referral panel who decide whether to invite the potential Companion in for an informal interview. It may be that we are not able to offer a place immediately but this will be made known at the time of the meeting.

Lorna Hawthorne
Community Leader
