NEWS RELEASE

20th March 2008
£1 Million For Local Homelessness Charity

Emmaus Burnley who have been working for nearly three years towards establishing a facility for homeless people in the area, have just heard that they have been awarded a £1 million Government grant.

Peter Pike who is the Chairman of the Emmaus Burnley Group says: 

“We are absolutely delighted at the news. The high number of homeless people in East Lancashire shows that there is a real need for an Emmaus Community. Emmaus Burnley and Burnley Borough Council have worked together to secure this funding and we are grateful for their support. When it is up and running Emmaus Burnley will not only help homeless and unemployed people to regain purpose and optimism, but it will also be an asset to the wider community.”

Emmaus approaches the issue of homelessness through a network of self-supporting projects, where individuals sign off primary benefits and are offered a home, work and the chance to make a new start.

The Communities and Local Government grant will be used to purchase and develop a suitable site on which the project can be built. The finished building will have accommodation for 24 people and will also include space for a retail outlet, café and workshop. There will also be training opportunities for the residents and a drop-in centre  for non-residential homeless people.

We will be working locally with many other organisations and have already developed working relationships with several.  Emmaus has an excellent national track record and we are grateful for the help given by the Federation and know we will continue to receive this help and support as we move our project forward.

There are 15 Emmaus Communities across the UK and several more Emmaus Groups in various stages of development of which Emmaus Burnley is one.

Residents of Emmaus Communities work to support themselves and others by collecting, refurbishing and selling donated household goods in on site shops.

For more information go to www.emmaus.org.uk 

NOTES TO EDITORS

For information about Emmaus Burnley contact Peter Pike on 07976  891801 or peterl.pike@btinternet.com
For information about Emmaus generally contact Madeleine Reiss on 01223 379267 or mreiss@emmaus.org.uk 

